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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 1 
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BOX NO. II 
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Box No. Ill 
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Box No. IV 




Box No. V 
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BOX No. VI 
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Box No. VII 
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Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 

ZLtWnM ol opinio. - .o nmlty. -P »"d In***,. appr,c«mty 

applS and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. ! Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With reqard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 
1-13 

Claims, Numbers 
1-30 

Drawings, Sheets 
1M-4/4 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) • see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
' had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement _ 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No; Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/D01027 
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1-27 
1-27 
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^. inniKi a nv International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

REPORT ON PATENTABILITY PCT/GB2004/001027 
fgFPARATE SHEET) — " ~ 

S^fd statement with regard to novelty, inventive step oMndustria. 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

m . . ,c P002/014313 A1 (GREEN ROBERT ET AL) 7 February 2002 

02- GB A 1^6^720 (MULT.VAC SEPP HAGENMULLER KG) 10 April 1980 

D3: DE 101 14 201 A (ENTERLINE CO LTD) 27 September 2001 

- 2. The present app.ication does not meet the criteria of *t*j3W because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 
In aoDaraTu^ 10) for heat sealing a pack comprising a first pack member including a 
ZZy Tor^L, each providing an open topped receptacle, and a second pack 
memberfo sealing to the first pack memberto close and sea. the ^f-f^ 
r DD aSus including a base (106) and a lid (41) for sandwiching the f.rst and second 

mem ers Sebetween and heating means adapted to heat onl> .selectee areas 
(1 07) of contact between the first and second pack members to seal the f.rst and 
second pack members together, thereby closing and sealing the receptacles. 

Thus D1 shows all the features of claim 1 . 

■ 2 1 The same reasoning applies, mutatis mutandis, to the subject-matter of the 
corresponding independent claim 21 which therefore is also cons.dered not new. 

3 Dependent claims 2-20,22-27 do not contain any features which, combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty, see documents D1-D3 and the corresponding passages c.ted .n the 
search report. 

4 Claims 28-30 contain references to the description or the drawings. According to 
Rule 6 2(a) PCT, claims should not contain such references except where absolutely 
necessary, which is not the case here. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheel 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



